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RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 29, 2001. 

Speaker J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The U.S. House of Representatives, 
The Capitol, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER, Attached herewith is a 
copy of my letter to Governor Tom Ridge of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania stating 
that my retirement and resignation from the 
United States Congress shall be effective at 
2400 hours, Friday, February 2, 2001. 

Sincerely, 
BUD SHUSTER, 

Member of Congress. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 29, 2001. 

Governor TOM RIDGE, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Office of the Governor, Harrisburg, PA. 

DEAR GOVERNOR RIDGE, I hereby submit my 
letter of retirement and resignation from the 
United States Congress, effective at 2400 
hours, Friday, February 2, 2001. 

Sincerely, 
BUD SHUSTER, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

WISHING THE HON. RICHARD A. 
GEPHARDT, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS, HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the House be 
on record as wishing the distinguished 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. GEP-
HARDT) a happy birthday and many 
happy returns. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

MAKING CALIFORNIA WHOLE 
AGAIN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about my City of San 
Diego in the State of California and the 
incredible energy crisis that we are 
going through. Yes, we are still experi-
encing it. We have not yet solved it. I 
have heard comments from Members of 
this body and the other body, com-
ments from the White House, which 
seem to indicate an unwillingness to 
take action to work with California 
through this crisis. 

I say to my colleagues in the Senate 
and I say to the administration, we are 
all in this together. If California falls, 
the rest of the Nation cannot be far be-
hind. 

We are the largest State in the 
union. We have experienced rolling 
blackouts, utilities on the verge of 
bankruptcy. If my colleagues do not 
think this has had an impact on our 
national economy, listen to Alan 
Greenspan, as he testified to the Sen-
ate just last week. He said that Califor-
nia’s crisis is not isolated. It is not an 
aberration, and it is a problem that the 
whole Nation must address and must 
address quickly. 

We should pay heed to Mr. Green-
span. And I say to the President, I 
think the President is going in the 
wrong direction on this issue. A hands- 
off approach by the Federal Govern-
ment, as the President has suggested, 
is not going to solve this problem. 

Yes, we are increasing our generating 
capacity. Yes, we are redoubling and 
retripling our efforts to conserve, but 
an important piece of this problem has 
been the wholesale prices that have 
been charged to our utilities and our 
consumers. The obscene wholesale 
prices that have been charged. 

And only the Federal Government, I 
say to the President, only the Federal 
Government, through our Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission, has the 
authority to regulate this wholesale 
price. 

For the President to say that Cali-
fornia must solve its own problems ig-
nores the fact that the generators and 
marketers of electricity, a seven-mem-
ber monopoly, in fact, that is based in 
States like Texas, have run up huge, 
huge profits, 800 percent, 900 percent in 
their latest reports. 

While California, and soon other 
parts of the Nation, will suffer. Sac-
ramento alone, California alone cannot 
regulate these wholesalers, I say to the 
President. This is Washington’s respon-
sibility, and it is that responsibility 
that we must take. 

I have a bill just introduced today, 
the California Electrical Consumers 
Relief Act of 2001, to take that respon-
sibility head on. In a case like San 
Diego and California, where FERC has 
already found, through its investiga-
tion, our wholesale rates to be unjust 
and unreasonable, and, therefore, ille-
gal, illegal, I say to the President, in 
that situation, my bill would establish 
what is called cost-based rates. That is 
the costs of generation plus a reason-
able profit, for wholesale electricity, 
not just in California, but throughout 
the western States. 

This is a regional problem. We must 
tackle it regionally. It sets those prices 
retroactively back to last June when 
this crisis started. This is not a cap. 
This is not an arbitrary figure. 

This is a reasonable rate based on a 
market-based formula which allows the 

generators to make a profit, but pro-
tects the consumers. 

Mr. Speaker, FERC knows how to set 
those rates. They have the rationale. 
They have the procedure. They should 
do it, and we should order it. 

For those rates, under my legisla-
tion, that were charged above the legal 
cost-based rates that we have in Cali-
fornia and San Diego and have been 
paying since last June, my bill requires 
the refund of those obscene profits, the 
difference between what was charged 
us and the cost-based rates that FERC 
determines should be refunded, a bil-
lion dollars to the consumers of San 
Diego, Mr. Speaker. $12 billion to the 
State of California. 

These were ill-gotten gains by a car-
tel of the large energy generators and 
marketers, and that money must be re-
turned to the Californians who are suf-
fering. And as we watch the news and 
as we listen to what is going on, please 
remember the Governor of California 
and the California legislature can do a 
lot about our State’s problems, but 
they cannot order refunds. They can-
not set wholesale prices. 

We are stuck in California with the 
economic disaster that that implies, a 
billion dollars worth of debt in San 
Diego, $12 billion sucked out of our 
State by these power generators. We 
cannot look to Sacramento to solve 
that; only we can do it. I ask President 
Bush to act, and act quickly. The 
President cannot take a hands-off ap-
proach. 

f 

WHY DOES THE MEDIA INSIST 
UPON REPORTING ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF THE CONGRESSIONAL 
REPUBLICAN MAJORITY AND 
GIVING THE CLINTON ADMINIS-
TRATION CREDIT? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
COBLE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, late last 
year, a constituent asked me ‘‘why do 
newspapers and TV networks insist 
upon not reporting the accomplish-
ments of the Congressional Republican 
majority, or if it is reported, the Clin-
ton administration is given the cred-
it?’’ 

I replied, some do accurately report 
the facts, but the national media, 
printed and electronic, with rare excep-
tions, tilts noticeably to the left. 

Mr. Speaker, many Americans, if not 
most Americans, prefer fair, objective 
reporting. All too often, again, with 
rare exceptions, double standards are 
applied to the detriment of conserv-
ative Republicans. 

An example of this double-standard 
mentality is the recently-revealed 
Jesse Jackson saga. Had a nationally 
known conservative Republican reli-
gionist fathered a child out of wedlock, 
a universal firestorm would have likely 
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erupted and, in lieu of a three-day 
story, it would have endured for sev-
eral weeks with front page dissemina-
tion. 

Ironically, Mr. Speaker, African 
American reporters have been more 
critical of Mr. Jackson than have many 
nonblack reporters. 

This is an appropriate time, as we 
begin a new year, it seems to me, for 
the media to scrap the double standard 
it has nurtured for so long and embrace 
a single standard of reporting. If con-
servative Republicans are taken to the 
woodshed by the media, then so should 
liberal Democrats. 

The Jesse Jackson case involves not 
insignificant amounts of money chang-
ing hands to the benefit of the mother 
of Reverend Jackson’s child. If the fa-
ther of this child, in my opinion, were 
a conservative Republican, media 
sleuths likely would be developing a 
money trail to determine the source of 
these funds. Is such a trail being pur-
sued in the Jackson case? Unlikely. 

When this story broke, I heard it said 
time and again that this story will be 
summarily dismissed, because Jesse 
Jackson is too powerful, and no one 
wants to annoy Reverend Jackson. 

While I am attempting to annoy no 
one, Mr. Speaker, I, however, am em-
ploying the national media to submit 
to a New Year’s resolution that, hence-
forth, conservative Republicans and 
liberal Democrats be objectively fed 
from the same journalistic spoon and 
the Jesse Jackson case is one of several 
that can serve as a springboard for this 
purpose. 

My criticism of double standard re-
porting, Mr. Speaker, is directed to the 
mainstream media, or what is com-
monly known as the big markets. I am 
the beneficiary of fair and objective re-
porting by the media in my congres-
sional district. But fairness and objec-
tive political reporting need to be prac-
ticed more fully at the national level. 
If my activities can be reported fairly 
and objectively within the boundaries 
of my congressional district, why can 
it not be done nationally? 

I hope this will be forthcoming. 
Should I hold my breath? I fear that 
would be ill-advised. Meanwhile, Mr. 
Speaker, I will patiently wait and 
hope. 

f 

b 1230 

POULTRY FARMERS’ EMERGENCY 
ASSISTANCE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Mississippi 
(Mr. SHOWS) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, the unusu-
ally cold winter and the dramatic in-
crease in heating costs are hurting ev-
erybody in my State of Mississippi and 
this country. Clearly we need to en-

courage more domestic production of 
oil and gas. But in Mississippi, we need 
immediate action; we need help today, 
especially for our region’s poultry in-
dustry. 

Some poultry farmers have seen their 
gas bills double and triple over last 
year. This is through no fault of their 
own since we lost so much to NAFTA, 
which is a major employer in many of 
our communities. The poultry industry 
relies on plentiful and affordable gas 
heat in the cold winter months. 

These days the industry has been 
devastated by the dramatic rise in the 
cost of gas. This may not be a natural 
disaster like a tornado or flood, but 
this is a disaster just the same. It is an 
economic disaster that threatens the 
very existence of farmers throughout 
our regions. 

Yesterday, I introduced a bill that 
would provide both immediate and 
long-term emergency assistance to our 
poultry farmers. My bill, the Poultry 
Farmers’ Emergency Energy Assist-
ance Act, would authorize the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to provide grants 
that would not have to be repaid to 
help local producers deal immediately 
with financial pressures caused by this 
crisis. 

This bill would also make low-inter-
est loans available to poultry farmers 
to help deal with the energy crisis for 
the months ahead. 

In addition, at my insistence, loan- 
making officials at the USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency have clarified their 
regulations so that contract poultry 
farmers will be eligible for FSA emer-
gency loans. 

This important legislation needs to 
be enacted quickly. Our farmers need 
help, and they need it now. I am calling 
upon our leaders in Congress to move 
this energy assistance bill quickly to 
passage. I will not rest until the Poul-
try Farmers’ Emergency Energy As-
sistance Act becomes law. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILL DWYER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, this is kind of a sad occasion for 
me. Today I rise to pay tribute to Will 
Dwyer, who was my former commu-
nications director of the Committee on 
Government Reform and Oversight. He 
passed away earlier this month after a 
long battle with cancer. 

He began his media career as a broad-
cast documentary producer in the 
1950s, and then he moved to Wash-
ington to start a career in public serv-
ice. He was a native of Rochester, New 
York; and he began his congressional 
career in the 88th Congress by working 
for Frank Horton of New York. He 
served as his administrative assistant 
for some time. 

Then after his stint in public service, 
he left Washington for the private sec-
tor. He returned to Rochester where he 
held the post of Republican county 
chairman. During that time, he also 
founded a telecommunications privacy 
service. 

Will knew that life was too valuable 
to let a day go by without enjoying ev-
erything that it had to offer. He was a 
man with an incredible thirst for new 
and different experiences, and he re-
turned to school in mid-life and re-
ceived his law degree while he was in 
his mid-40s. 

Earlier this decade, Will was called 
back into public service by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. RADANO-
VICH). It was on his reputation on 
Radanovich’s staff that we hired him 
to be our communications director 
with the Committee on Government 
Reform. 

Although I knew Will for only a short 
period of time, he was a very, very fine 
man, a man of impeccable integrity, 
really cared about this country, a very 
patriotic fellow. He lived his life know-
ing that every day was something to 
savor. It was his attitude that brings 
me to the floor today to pay tribute to 
this man whom we are all going to 
miss a great deal, my friend, Will 
Dwyer. 

So God in heaven, I hope you are 
blessing Will because he was a man 
who should be blessed a great deal. 

Mr. Speaker, I insert into the RECORD 
an article that appeared in the Roch-
ester Democrat and Chronicle about 
the life of my good friend, Will Dwyer, 
as follows: 

[From the Rochester Democrat and 
Chronicle, Jan. 18, 2001] 

WILLIAM F. DWYER II DIES OF CANCER AT 65 
William F. Dwyer II is described as a dy-

namo, a restless man, an irrepressible force. 
He worked in politics from Monroe County 

to Washington, D.C., and was a Rochester 
broadcaster. He got his law degree in his late 
40s, spoke on behalf of the tobacco industry, 
even ran a modular home business in Cali-
fornia. 

But there was one constant theme in Mr. 
Dwyer’s life—his limitless interest in people. 

‘‘He was such an egalitarian,’’ said Mr. 
Dwyer’s wife, Constance Drath. ‘‘He talked 
to the grocery clerk, the mailman, the elect-
ed officials. He loved learning about every-
one.’’ 

Mr. Dwyer died of cancer last week in 
Washington. He was 65. 

Mr. Dwyer was born in Rochester on March 
30, 1935, and grew up in the city. He grad-
uated from a military academy in New Jer-
sey as the class valedictorian, Drath said. 

He returned to Rochester in the mid-1950s 
and began a career in broadcasting at 
WHAM–AM (1180). Family and friends say 
that Mr. Dwyer—a tall man with a curly 
head of brown hair—had a deep, resonant 
voice that was perfect for the airwaves. 

In 1962, Mr. Dwyer moved to the political 
arena, going to work for Frank Horton, a 
Penfield Republican just elected to Congress. 
He became Horton’s administrative assist-
ant, basically his right-hand man, and insti-
tuted weekly radio feeds that would be 
picked up by Rochester radio stations. 
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